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Se Clegi of England and Wales. 


ONE, | | 
To the Kings moſt excellent Majeſftie: 


THE OTHER, - 
To Sir THOMAS FAIRFAX. 


WITH -—" 


The Declaration. of the Generall, and 
his Councellof Warre thereupon. 


AS ALSO, | 
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His Majefties Proclamation againſt Intruding ito 
other mens Curcs _A8 CENTS HO ZIONr +. 
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A AASASAMA0RCLSBaDADRDR8RRMbearnngts 
To the Kings moſt Excellent «Majeſty. 


The Humble Petition of many thouſands of Your 
Hajeſties loyal Subjects , the poore ſe;ueſtred Clergy of 
England and Wales, 


Humbly theweth, 


7 Hat whereas your Petitioners have along time been deſti- 
K tute of all liveli-hood, by meanes of ſequeſtration of their 
ERatcs and other loſſes, and are at preſent driven to extreany. 


& ncceflities how to provide for themſelves and their families, and 
the ſeaſon now approching for the receiving the benefits of the 
7. Ez 2 Harveſt, beforewhich time, it ſome charitable courſe be not ta- 
i 5 5 © ken, they arelike to,ſtarye or beg another- yeare, 
S : . = | May it therefore pleaſe Your moſt Sacred HMajey to take 
S358 our {ad condition into Your Gracious contideration and 
XX care, that ſome courſe may be taken for our ſpeedy reliefe, 
\ > as may pre{erve us alive, and enable us to doe more lervice 
ED in Geas C harchto Y our Majeſty and the Kingdeme, 
s by And as in-duty bound, we ſhall eyer.pray for 
s :-Your HMane/ties happy eftabſiſhment, 
and long and proſperous Reigne. 


Thi Petition was dtlivered to. His Majefty, on Saturday 
| $:Jly 15. by two of the ſequeſtred Clergy, imployed by others of 
| their Brethren to proſecute this buſineſs : His Majeity very 
2raciouſly expreſſed-himſelfe how deeply ſenfoble he was of their 
condition, and bid them reſt aſſured, that what ſoever was in his - 
power for their reliefe, ſhould not be wanting +, but for the pre- 
fent all that he conld doe, was to recommend the Petition to the 
Gencrall and the Commanders of the Army ; which accordingly 
he did both by ſpeciall Meſſengers; and. by word of month at ſe- 
—_— HH ET ea. 
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be was delivered 1 the Genie 
| rall and Copies thereof left with forme of the chief Commanders... 
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To His Excellency Sir Thomas Fairfax. 

7. 8 Humbſe Petition of man thouſands of the 

poorc ſcqueſtred Clergy of England and Wales, 


Humbly ſhewerth, 
SY whereas the eyes of all the opprefſed people of the Kingdewee arc 


hxed upo:1 Your Excellency and the Army, as the great Inffruments 

(u de God, ro reſtore them to their legal Rights and Libecties, 
which jt doe jultly ground upon Your ſ{cyerall Declarations publiſhed co 
the World, 

Ai,d whereas your Pericioners(a conſiderable number of the ſree-born men 
of chis Kingdoine) have been foc divers yearcs outed of their lively-hood and 
free-bo'ds, con racy tv Megsua Charta,and oth:r fundamentall Laws of the Land, 
by the arbitrary power of Committees ; whoſe proceedings uſually have been by 
no Ru'e of any known Law, bur by their own wills ; of whoſe orders no Re- 
cord is kepr, n-r ſcarce any notes or memorials, whereby it may appeare 
when, by whom, or for what your Petitioners were removed, the Committees 
for ſcand +lou> and fr plundered Miniſters (by whom the greateſt part are 
turn:d ou.) being grounded not ſo much as upon any O-dinance of bath 
Houſes , the moſt of your Petitioners outed tor refuſing the Covenart, or ad- 
hering to the King ani the Religion efabliſhed according to their Fudgements 
and Coriſciences ; and, of theſe, diverſe never called to anſwer, ſcarce one had 
any Arcicles proved by oath, or other legal proceſſe, and ſome put out up>n 
private info: mation given to the Chair man Mr. bite : by which unheard of 
Foo not co be paralleld in any age, Tor Petitioners, who have lived 

retofore in good « ſteem, according to their Calling, Degrees, Birth and E- 
ducation, are reduced to extream miſery and want, with their Wives and chil- 
dren, that they mult either ſtarve or beggeif ſome ſpeedy courſe be not taken 
for their relicfe, And whereas thoſe, who are pur inco our places, labout by 
all m-ancs to ftir up the peopl - to involve this Kingdom in « new ware, and are 

encrally men ignorant and unable toinſt/uFt the People, and many of chem [can- 

lous in their praftices, if impartially examined, and divers of them hold three 
or faiy' of the br Benefices, whileſt divers other Churches are void and withour 
any conſtant Preacher : And Tour Petitioners are rerdy to ſubmir themiclves 
for their Rights co tryall by the known Lawes of th: Land, and if any appear 
guilry o' any legal? ſcandal (which we know ro have been unjuſtly charged 
upon many,and is a great par: of rheir preſcar ſufferings) we ſhall leave thera 
roundergoe the ſevereft puniſhment and cenſure, which by any known Law 
can be inflicted. 

And foraſmuch as the maine profits of our Renefices confift in the Harueſt, 
which is new at hand ; which many of the preſent pofieflors, if they could 
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receive, would preſendly be gone, burten of the Care wil lye 
on Your ore chanel nochingto live upon all the next year. ad 


Your Petitioners therefore Humbly pray, rhat Your Excelleny 
would be pleaſed to make ſtay of rhe Profits of this Harveſt, in ſuch way 
as Your Exceflen ſhall think fit,that ſuch as are charged wich any legal 
ſcandal , maycome ro ajuſteryal, and both thry (if they be found in- 
nocent) andthe 'reſt, may enjoy their Rights, and have the benefit of 


Subjefts, according to the '{nown Law of the Land, and Your Periti- 
oners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


* ##pox the delivery of this Petition,the matter was debated at a Conncel of War, 

July 19. and afterwards by the P:oſecutors of the Clergy, and others whom His 

Majeſty bad d berewith, with the Generall, Lieutenant-Generall, Com« 

oper. |, -md others at ſeverall meetings 3 And the reſult of all in conclu- 
was thy 1 y | 

That whereas the Gen*+rall and bj Councell of War had reſolued to ſend « 
Propoſition or Declaration ts the Parliament, tbat the eſtates of all ſequeſire1 per- 
for ſhould remaze in the hands of the Tenents and occupiers,untill a general peace 
be ſettled, That this Propoſition ſhould extend to the Clergy as well as others, (6 as 
to include the Tithes, and all other Ecclefiaſtical woes oe to then, to rem ine in 
the bands of the Pariſhioners, or others their Tenents or occupiers, untill the ſaid 
publick ſerrlement. And accordingly the ſaid Declaration was drawn up,and agreed 
P - bythe Generall and Conncell of War, upon Thurſday, July 22. to they ef- 

, VII, 

That rhe eſtates of all perſons, of what rank or condition ſoever, whether 
real or perſona!, under any ſequeſtration, howſoeyer or to whomfoever dif. 
** poſed, ſhall remaine in the hands of the Tenents, Pariſhioners , or any other 
perſons from whom ay are legally due, until! the general peace be (ettled, 
and then to be reſtored and accounted for, to thoſe ro whom they ſhall be 
juftly and legally due. _— 
| Thi Propoſition, which by veaſen of the preſent diſtraFfions bapning fince mn the 
Parliament, beth been bindred from paſsing by way of Ordinance, u thought fit 
10 be now publiſtt in 1cgavd of the preſent Harveſt, as containing a Declaration 
of the ſenſe of the Army, grounded upolt apparent equity and juſtice , that fo as 
well the Pariſhioners, as the Imruders, and all others whom it doth concerne, may 
take notice thrreof, and conforme themſelves thereun's ; and that the Pariſhioners 
my thereby ſuch further Inconveniences as may happen to them, iſ they ſhall 
pay the dues of this Havveſt juſtly belonging to the rightfull Incumbents, to any wn- 
juft and uſurphig Intruders. Which that they may be the better fore-warn'd of the 
way take notice 6f' His ' Mtjefties Proclamation to this purpoſe formerly pub'ifhi 
by Royall authority; ord fi4l-in force, and now re-printed, as followeth : 


By 


By the KI N G. 


T7 A Proclamation againſt the Oppreision of the- - 
Clergy by the Intruſion of Fa&tious and Schiſ- 
maricall Perſons into their Cures,and inverting 
and detaining their Tithes and Poſſeſsions by 
Orders of one or both Houſes of Parliament, 
contrary to all Law and Juſtice, 


Hereas bp the great Charter of the 
Liberties of England tit is pzovided, 
| that the Chaurch Gould have all its 
"| Rights whole , and Liberties invbio- 
1 lable : 4 amonglt others the Charch 
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. of Lands wherewith Churches have been anciently e 
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dowed ; Andthat Churches pzefontative cannot be filled, 
and the lawfull Jncumbents thereof removed but by the 
D2dinary , 1103 the Cure of the Incumbents ſcrved by 
Curats, Lecnhrers,o2 others, but by their owne appoints 
ment, 02 in thetr default by the appointment of the D2dt- 
nary ; neither are anp of Dur Subjects of the Latty bp 
the Common Lawes of Dar Realme capable to take oz 
receive Lithes (which are the poztton of the Clergy) un- 
lefe by demiſe from them, oz ſuch as are app2opziate and 
made Lay-Fee : Neverthelcſe by colour of Dzvers oz 
pzctended D2dinancts of one oz both Bouſes of Parlia- 
ment, the Efkates Reall and Perſonall as well of Our 
Clergy as Laity have been and are daily ſeized, ſcque- 
fkrcd and faken from them, « thefr PoſſcCtons diſtrained 
fog illegall Zares and Contributions foz ſuppozting the 
Rebellion againf Us : TW hich being clearly againſt law 
and unwarrantable, We did fozbid by Dur Pzoclamatts 
on of the ſeventh of April laſf, aud doe hercbp fozbid the 
ſame,tunder the penalties in that Dar P;oclamatfon cons 
fain?d. And whereas dfvers of Dur Clergy emfnent fo 
their Pietp and Learning. becauſe thep publiſh Dur laws 
fall and juſt Commands and Declarations, and will nof, 
againft the knowneLeawes of the L and and thetr owne 
Conlcicnces,ſubmlt to Contributions,noz publikelp pzap 
- again Us and Our Aſsilkants, but confozm themſelves 

{o the Book of Common P2aper effabitſhed by Law,and 
pzeach Gods W 02d acco2ding to the purity thereof, and 
in their Dermons will not teach Sedition, noz will pubs 
Hl illegatl Contmands and D3ders foz fomenting the 
emnatiirall: Warre'lebfcd againſt Us, are ſome of them 
dztven and fozced from thetr Cures and Yabitations, 
ſome others filenced 3nd diſcharged from the exerciſe of 
their Cares; and perſecuted; and their Carats. if Dztho« 
bor, diſplaced, and others, who are Factious and Schtf- 
maticall intruded and put in, fo'fow Sedition, and ſeduce 
Dur good Sudjeas from their obedience, exp2eflp con- 
frarp to the Wo2d of God, and the Lawes of the Land ; 
and the Glebes, Tithes, and other emolaments of right 


belongnig 
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belonging fo ſach Ancumbents as will nof confozme to 
that Faction, are diverted in-ail Pariſhes where fuch Ar: 
bitrary power pzevaiſes; and diſtributed; part-to ſnch fa 
nious Curatcs , and the relt to the maintenance of this 
War, againt L 1w 4 the Liberties of the Church : Our 
Wil and Pleaſure therefoge is , amd We doe hereby 
fratly charge and command all Our Snbjecs, as' w:ll 
Eccleſiaſticall a3 Tempozall, not to pzeſume to-fnter- 
meddle in diſcharging oz hindering any of Dur ſaid Clcrs 
gte foz the canſe afozeſatd; oz any other the like pzetences, 
93 any of them from the exerciſe of-thelr Cures and Fun- 
&fons, 02 tn dilslactig the faiv Curats ſabſkitated by 
them ; noz doe pzeſume to fntrude 02 canſe any Curats, 
Ledwrers oz-others ; to- be intruded 03- put into ſuch 
Cures ; 03 to fake o2 diſpoſe the-Glebes;Tithes, Fruits 
02 Emoluments belonging to any of Dur faid Cicrgy; 
Who are ſo filenced, fozced from their Cures, 'and petſes 
cuted as 2fozeſafd. And We Doe herebp require and com- 
mand all Dur Subjects duly to ſet fozth! and pay theſr 
Tithes to thefr ſeverall' and'refpective lawfull Jncums 
bents of thefr Pariſhes; oz te their Farmozs, Aſsfanes, 
92 Deputies, without any guile* o2 fraud ; and fo as the 
fame mop-b2 received. and enjoyed by the ſame Incum- 
bents, wtthout any-diminutton; ſubſtracion o2 diverfiorr; 
notwithManding any ſcqueſtration 03 pzetended- O2ders 
03 Dadinances', oz other command whatſoever of one oz 
both Pouſes of Paritament, And if any perſon oz pcr- 
ſons whatſoever ſhall pzcſume to- tranfarefſe this Dur 
Command , Ue doe hcreby declare and ſignifie, That 
thep doe not onely oppunne and infringe th? good old 
Lawes of the Land, and the Liberties of the Church 
(which all Dur Subjects, as well as Our Dclfe , are 
bound to matntaine and obſerve) but doe alſo aſſiſt a Re- 
bellion againſt U1s , fo2z which We hall pzocced again(f 
them accozding to Law-as thep ſhall be appzebended and 
b:ought to the hands of Juſtice , and will give dfreaion 
foz taking their Lands and Goods into ſafe cuſtody fn the 
meane time, 

And 
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